Gardiner Summer Farmers’ Market

Rules

I. LOCATION AND TIME:

a. The Gardiner Summer Farmers’ Market will be held on the Gardiner Common, along School Street.

b. The Market is officially open every Wednesday from 2:00 PM to 6:00 PM from May 4th through October 26th. 

c. The Gardiner Farmers’ Market will be held rain or shine.  If the Market is closed for any reason, we will post it on our website: www.gardinerfarmersmarket.org.

d. Dates, times and locations may vary from year to year as decided by the membership.

II. MARKET SUPPORTERS:

a. The Gardiner Farmers’ Market, will be fiscally sponsored by Gardiner Main Street, a non-profit organization  and the City of Gardiner, a municipal government.  

b. Gardiner Main Street’s Executive Director will serve as a liaison to the City to coordinate space arrangements, parking restrictions, and other logistical details.

c. City of Gardiner will provide General Premise Liability Insurance to the Gardiner Farmers’ Market and each vendor will provide their own insurance with the City named as additional insured and Certificates of Insurance will be provided to City by each vendor prior to commencing business at the Farmers’ Market.

d. Additional support and sponsorship may come through area businesses. 

III. OPERATIONS:
a. Gardiner Farmers’ Market will collect dues from members. 

c. Gardiner Farmers’ Market will contract for advertising and other services as approved by the steering committee.

d.  Gardiner Farmers’ Market shall comply with all ordinances of the City of Gardiner. 

IV. MEMBERSHIP:

a. The voting membership shall consist of one representative from each participating vendor. One vote per member is allowed.

b. All new members are subject to the approval of a majority of the current voting membership or a committee appointed by the membership.

c. A voting member is defined as a vendor who has paid their dues in full (see VI. Dues).
d. Application for membership is open to all Maine farmers; local meat, poultry and dairy producers; local fishermen or distributors of Maine seafood products; producers of fiber products; producers of value-added items such as baked goods and preserves; craftspeople, etc. Handicrafts vendors may not represent more than 20% of total market vendors.  Craft goods as part of a farm operation may not exceed more than 20% of the farm operation sales inventory. (*The intent of this is to maintain GFM’s commitment and focus on Maine-grown and produced foods and goods.) 
e. New applicants must present their application for review, by the voting membership, at the annual business meeting prior to the start of the market season. 

f. Applications submitted by prospective members will be voted upon when there is sufficient space to allow an additional vendor. If there is no space available, a waiting list will be maintained. Additional members may be admitted after the above deadline if the proposed new vendor meets an identified (by the membership) critical need, and is approved by a 2/3 majority vote of the Gardiner Farmers Market members. 

i. In cases where prospective members wish to join the market after the start of the market season, they must contact the market manager to see if vendor space is available; the new vendor must meet an identified critical need. 

ii. If space is available, and the prospective vendor meets an identified critical need, the prospective member must submit an application and be prepared to pay a deposit to the market. 

iii. A 2/3 majority of the current voting membership must approve late ads. 

g. All continuing members will complete applications annually and submit annual dues with application.

h. Simple majority votes carry the motion.

i. Vendors must provide with their application copies of all applicable licenses and insurance. (e.g., Department of Agriculture license, liability insurance.).

j. Members selling certified organic products must provide copy of Certificate of Organic Certification. 

V. STEERING COMMITTEE:

a. The Steering Committee is a volunteer-based group whose purpose is to help guide the market mission and assist with market promotions and planning. Additional responsibilities may include: 


-plan signage placement

-advertising, promotions and publicity

-conduct farm visits


-policy recommendations


-event planning


-financial planning
b. The Steering Committee may include the following: the market manager, a Gardiner Main Street representative, and a community member(s), a vendor(s). 

c. Steering Committee meetings will occur at a set time each month. Meetings are open to the market membership (voting members). Members may submit items for the meeting agenda; items must be submitted to the market manager no later than 1 week prior to the meeting. 

d. An agenda will be distributed electronically prior to the meeting, and minutes will be distributed electronically following the meeting. 
VI. MARKET MANAGER:

a.  The Market Manager will oversee the implementation of these rules, act as market spokesperson, provide market business/meeting communications to the membership, and make any on-site decisions relating to market management when need arises. Any such decisions are subject to review by the membership in a timely manner.

b. The market manager, with the guidance of a steering committee will establish a separate budget account for all funds collected from the Gardiner Farmers’ Market and will expend these resources only with the approval of the Gardiner Farmers’ Market membership..

VII. ATTENDANCE:

a. Members are expected to stay until close of market on each market day unless they are sold out.

b. Members may arrive up to one hour prior to opening time for the purpose of setting up their displays.

c. Members are encouraged to attend all pre-season business meetings.

d. Members or their designee are required to attend the annual meetings, for each market, held in March and September, for the respective market.

e. Members are encouraged to participate in all Market activities.

f. NO SHOW RULE: Members are expected to attend all scheduled market days. If unable to be present, they are expected to notify the market manager prior to the start of that market.  If a vendor is absent for three consecutive market days without just cause, he/she is subject to review by other members.  The no show rule is based upon members having products ready to sell and choosing not to come to market without good cause and may be removed from the market by a simple majority.
VIII. DUES:
a. Dues include an annual, non-refundable fee of $100. 

b. Member dues must be paid with each application. Prospective member dues must be paid no later than one week prior to the start of the market season.  

c. No members will be allowed to carry fee balances. 

d. A 25% late fee will be assessed if dues are not paid at time of application or, in the case of new members, one week prior to the start of the market season. 

e. Checks should be made payable to Gardiner Farmers’ Market, c/o Market Manager, 4 foundry Lane, Apt. B., Hallowell, Me., 04347

IX. STALLS:

a. The number of available spaces will be determined annually by Gardiner Farmers’ Market.

b. Site assignment will be determined by the membership using mutual agreement, and will be managed by the Market Manager on market days.

c. Members are limited to one vehicle/booth per market.

d. Members are expected to maintain a neat and tasteful display. Each member is required to clean up his/her space at the end of the market day. Trash is carry-in, carry-out.

e. No vendor will bring his/her pet to Market.

f. All vendors will receive a card to post at their stall regarding the market start time of 2:00. Vendors can refer to this card to notify customers that the market start time is selected to give vendors adequate time to set up and to ensure the safety of patrons. 

g. A guest tent will be added to feature a rotational vendor who will provide a unique showcase of wares, goods, educational materials, etc. related to the mission of the Gardiner Farmers Market. 

X. PRODUCTS:

a. All products, which include but are not limited to: vegetables, seedlings, herbs, preserves, fresh-cut and dried flowers, meats, poultry, seafood, dairy products, crafts, etc., sold at the Gardiner Farmers’ Market, Gardiner, ME a must be grown or made by the vendor with the following exception: Vendors may arrange to sell specific Maine grown or Maine-made products with prior approval of the majority of the members as long as these products do not exceed 25% of the vendor's display or on-site availability of product. When possible, vendors should submit their plans to sell "bought in" products with their applications but must have approval at least one week in advance of offering those products. Seafood must be of Maine origin.
b. "Bought in" goods may not compete against other member-produced goods of the same kind, unless: 1. Members with the same goods/products consent to the sales of such goods/products. Or, 2. A  new member who is selling a like product and has been approved at a business meeting. “Bought in” items must be labeled to indicate where they were produced or a vendor may put up a sign as to where the product was produced.

c. Vendors wishing to bring new items must so state on their annual applications for review by the membership.

d. Those wishing to introduce new products after the beginning of the season must notify vendors offering similar products and obtain membership approval.

e. Farm visits by member volunteers will be made as needed to ensure a member’s production of what is being offered for sale. 

f. Every new member will have a farm visit. 

g. One third of the membership will be visited each year to build neighborliness and to keep up to date with members changing and expanding products.

XI. APPLICABLE STATE LICENSES & REGULATIONS:

a. Knowledge of and compliance with all state regulations regarding the production, labeling, display and sale of all products at the Gardiner Farmers’ Market, Gardiner, ME is the responsibility of the individual vendor.

b. Copies of all applicable licenses and permits must be on file with the market manager. 

XII. PRESENTATION:

a. Vendors should present themselves in an appropriate manner and dress.

b. There will be no alcohol consumption or any smoking on the Market premises by any member.

c. There will be no unsportsmanlike conduct and no hawking of products.

d. Vendors must display farm or business names and addresses in a prominent manner each market day.

e. Vendors will provide some means of posting prices of all products offered for sale.

XIII. NON-COMPLIANCE:

a. When two or more vendors on any market day believe that the selling practices of another vendor are detrimental to the Market, they may ask the Market Manager to address the issue with the vendor.

b. If the situation cannot be resolved by the Market Manager, a vote by e-mail/phone or polling of the membership shall happen. A majority of the membership may require that the nonconforming practices be changed to conform to membership standards. The market mgr. will give two warnings; failure to conform may be cause for immediate dismissal if so voted by a majority of all market members.

As revised and approved by the Gardiner Farmers’ Market, Gardiner ME, 

___3.14.2011______________date

5  
Revised 3/14/11


